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The social injustices such as gender discrimination, prejudice,  stereotypes, and sexual assault incidences are not rare occurrences in contemporary society.   Gender inequality is any form of differential treatment based on gender (Ball & Walters, 2017). In many instances, the women are on the receiving end, making them the major victims of gender inequalities. In any fight against equality,   the criminal justice system is expected to be the last resort and leading force in promoting equality. However, in most instances, the criminal justice systems fail in their made to promote justice for women.  Gender inequality in the criminal justice system may manifest itself in such ways as unequal pay,  sexual harassment,  promotion or creation of masculine culture in the criminal justice system, victimization of women, creating obstacles that hinder women's access to the criminal justice system. These differential treatments hinder any effort to achieve gender equality, promote discrimination against women, weaken the criminal justice system, and antagonize any efforts to achieve its goals. There have been increasing instances of gender-based discrimination and inequality in the Victorian criminal justice system,  which has resulted in an increase in the number of women prisoners and a decrease in the women's ability to access the criminal justice system. In this paper, I will examine how the  Victorian criminal justice system is not designed for women at all.
 Women are inhumanely treated in Victorian prisons compared to men,  which has led to the deteriorating mental health of  Victorian women prisoners. One of the ways of inhumane treatment of women in Victorian prisons manifests in strip searches.  According to Ball & Walters (2017), strip searches in Victorian prisons are conducted on women who have experienced disproportionately high rates of family violence or sexual violence, intending to maintain security and safety in prisons.  However, this study indicated that the strips are conducted unreasonably and do not significantly indicate achievement of safety and security in prisons but rather cause more harm to the women prisoners (Ball & Walters, 2017). Hutchison (2017)  found out that strip-searching is a form of sexual victimization of women and had adverse psychological effects on women prisoners. Its form of vicious sexual assault which  violates women's right to bodily integrity and degrades them.
Furthermore, they are rarely productive. A  2017 review by the  Human  Rights  Law Centre on 6200  Victorian strips in 6 months found out that only six items were discovered. The review also found out that 14 items were discovered in 12400 strips conducted in the year, of which a non-constituted significant threat to safety and security. This indicates that the strip searches conducted by the Victorian criminal justice system on women are mere forms of gender molestation.
 Furthermore, the women victims of the sexual assaults are not taken seriously by the  Victorian criminal justice system. A report by the  Victoria  Law  Reform Commission on Sexual offenses indicates that some trial judges are reluctant in intervening to protect the complainants from harassing and unfair cross-examination ( Victorian Law  Reform, 2017). The report also indicated that sexual assault cases take long to be concluded, and the cross-examination of the complainants of the sexual assault offenses significantly take a longer period than the cross-examination of the witness in other prosecutions,  which does not only indicate reluctancy and lack of seriousness in handling the women's sexual assault cases like rape but also indicate directed efforts towards a miscarriage of justice by the Victorian criminal justice system ( Victorian  Legal Services  Board, 2020).
 There has been a disproportionate rise in the number of women prisoners in   Victoria. In 2012, the number of women prisoners in Victoria was 340, which increased to 507 by  2017 ( (Victorian  Legal Services  Board, 2020). Generally, the number of women in Victorian prisons has more than doubled in the last decade and is deemed to increase due to increased gender targeting, sexual assault, and injustices perpetrated by the criminal justice system. The population of women is anticipated at a 60% increase by 2023.  Despite the increase, the criminal justice system is doing little to reduce recidivism, which is a major cause of the rising population. Rather than aiming at reducing the re-offending rate, the criminal justice system is quick to make re-arrests of women earlier convicted. To reduce recidivism, necessary measures targeting behavioral change through rehabilitation programs are essential. According to (Franich et al., 2020), the  Victorian criminal justice system offers little support to women released from prisons, who are already vulnerable. The majority of the ex-offenders indicate that they find it hard to adjust to mainstream society, which is dominated by prejudice and gender discrimination, and this increases the chances of re-offending.
In conclusion, the  Victorian criminal justice system manifests differential treatments based on gender, perpetrated injustice against women, and proves that the  Victorian criminal justice system is not meant for women. The extreme number of strip searches of women in prison by the  Victorian prisons is a form of gender injustice, as it results in more harm to the victims than the benefit that comes from the search. Strip searches violate the women's right to privacy and result in mental suffering. Furthermore, the sexual assault cases involving women are not taken seriously by the  Victorian criminal justice system, as indicated by delays in concluding the case,  long time taken for cross-examination by reluctance by trial judges. The disproportionate number of women in prisons accompanied by little effort by the criminal justice system to respond to recidivism indicates that Victorian criminal justice was not meant for women at all.
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